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BEARD
Oﬀering an edition of secular poems taken from the
earliest, ﬁfteenth-century
manuscript, this book
seeks to evaluate Moses
Dar??’s poetry in the light
of the Andalusian-Hebrew
poetical tradition and
within the context of Hebrew literary activity in
the Muslim East.
This book traces one exegetical, interpretative
principal, divine accommodation, in Jewish and Christian thought from the ﬁrst
to the nineteenth century.
The focus is upon major

ﬁgures and the place of
accommodation in their
work. Divine accommodation, the idea that divine
revelation had to be attuned to the human condition, is a vital interpretive
device in the history of
both Judaism and Christianity. Accommodation is
present not only in the language, style, and tone of
Scripture but in all of human history. This is the
ﬁrst systematic study of
the concept of accommodation, and shows how
both religions employed
the same interpretative
tool for diﬀerent purposes
and to diﬀerent ends.

Stephen D. Benin is Director of Judaic Studies and
Associate Professor of History, Bornblum Judaic
Studies, Memphis State
University.
This Noble House explores
the preoccupation with biblical genealogy that
emerged among Jews in
the Islamic Near East between the eleventh and
fourteenth centuries.
Arnold Franklin looks to
Jewish society's fascination with Davidic ancestry,
examining the profusion
of claims to the lineage
that had already begun to
appear by the year 1000,
the attempts to chart the

2

validity of such claims
through elaborate genealogical lists, and the range
of meanings that came to
be ascribed to the House
of David in this period.
Jews and Muslims shared
the perception that the Davidic line and the noble
family of the Prophet
Muhammad were counterparts to one another, but
captivation with Davidic
lineage was just one facet
of a much broader Jewish
concern with biblical ancestry. Based on documentary material from the
Cairo Geniza, the book
argues that this "genealogical turn" should be understood as a consequence
of Jewish society's dynamic encounter with its ArabIslamic milieu and constituted a selective adaptation to the importance of
ancestry in the dominant
cultural environment.
While Jewish society surely had genealogical materials and preoccupations
of its own upon which to
draw, the Arab-Islamic regard for tracing the lineage of Muhammad provided the impetus for deploying those traditions in
new and unprecedented
ways. On the one hand,
the increased focus on ancestry is an instance of
medieval Jews reﬂexively
and unselfconsciously
making use of the cultural
forms of their Muslim

2

neighbors; on the other, it
is an expression of cultural competitiveness or
even resistance, an implicit response to the claim of
Arab genealogical superiority that uses the very
methods of the Arab "science of genealogy." To be
sure, Franklin notes, Jews
were only one of several
non-Arab minority groups
to take up genealogy in
this way. At the broadest
level, then, This Noble
House illuminates a strategy that various minority
populations utilized as
they sought legitimacy
within the medieval ArabIslamic world.
The book is concerned
with a so called ethical midrash, Seder Eliyahu (also
known as Tanna debe
Eliyahu), a post-talmudic
work probably composed
in the ninth century. It provides a survey of the research on this late midrash followed by ﬁve
studies of diﬀerent aspects related to what is
designated as the work’s
narratology. These include a discussion of the
problem of the apparent
pseudo-epigraphy of the
work and of the multiple
voices of the text; a description of the various
narrative types which the
work, itself as a whole of
non-narrative character,
makes use of; a detailed
treatment of Seder

Eliyahu’s parables and
most characteristic ﬁrst
person narratives (an extremely unusual form of
narrative discourse in rabbinic literature); as well as
a ﬁnal chapter dedicated
to selected women stories
in this late midrash. As it
emerges from the survey
in chapter 1 such a narratologically informed study
of Seder Eliyahu represents a new approach in
the research on a work
that is clearly the product
of a time of transition in
Jewish literature.
Back by popular demand,
the classic JPS holiday anthologies remain essential
and relevant in our digital
age. Unequaled in-depth
compilations of classic
and contemporary writings, they have long guided rabbis, cantors, educators, and other readers
seeking the origins, meanings, and varied celebrations of the Jewish festivals. The Passover Anthology describes the varied
experiences of the Jewish
Passover throughout the
lands and the ages: the
story, the many facets of
its celebration in the Jewish home and community,
the laws and the prayers,
the seder plate and the
songs, the art and the
dances, and--of course-the games. Showcasing
modern writings by Wins-
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ton Churchill, Heinrich
Heine, Hayyim Nahman
Bialik, and others, the volumeis a rich resource that
today's reﬂective readers
will not wish to pass over.
Several Jewish groups
from Antiquity until today
have been traditionally
identiﬁed as ‘sects’ or as
‘sectarian’, most famously
the Qumran community
and the Qaraites. This volume questions the appropriateness of this interpretation of social and religious movements in Jewish history.
This manuscript-based
comprehensive study of
the Karaite methodology
of Arabic Bible translation
provides new information
about the history and development of Karaite exegesis against the background of other traditions
of Arabic Bible translation
current in medieval Palestine.
The Oxford Handbook of
Jewish Studies reﬂects the
current state of scholarship in the ﬁeld as analyzed by an international
team of experts in the
diﬀerent and varied areas
represented within contemporary Jewish Studies.
Unlike recent attempts to
encapsulate the current
state of Jewish Studies,
the Oxford Handbook is
more than a mere compendium of agreed facts;
rather, it is an exhaustive

survey of current interests
and directions in the ﬁeld.
24 scholars – Jewish,
Protestant,
Roman
Catholic – from North
America, Israel, and various European countries,
contribute to this rich volume on medieval interpretation and exegesis of the
Hebrew Bible/Old Testament (5th through 12th
centuries). Geographically, they cover most of the
world as it was known in
these times: from Syria to
Spain, from Rome to the
Rhine and the Seine.The
volume also contains supplements to the previous
volume, on Ben Sira and
the Wisdom of Solomon.
The indexes (names, topics, references to biblical
sources and a broad body
of literature beyond) are
the key to the wealth of information provided. Undoubtedly, this volume
will meet the high expectations set by the reviewers
of the ﬁrst volume (I/1) of
the series:“Deﬁnitive reference work” (Religious
Studies Review)“Mine d’information d’une grande
richesse” (Revue d’histoire et de philosophie religieuses)“Monumental ouvrage” (Revue d’histoire
ecclésiastique)“A veritable treasury” (Catholic Biblical Quarterly)“The foremost account of Jewish
and Christian biblical inter-
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pretation” (Expository
Times)“Onmisbaar handboek voor jeder een die
zich serieus met bijbelstudie bezighoudt” (Stem
van het boek)“Respekt gebietende Summe wissenschaftsgeschichtlicher
Forschung” (Zeitschrift für
Altes Testament)Selected
chapters / Aus dem Inhalt23. The Problem of Periodization of Middle
Ages25. Jewish Bible Interpretation in Early Post-Talmudic Times 26. Gregory
the Great28. Seventh
through Ninth Century 1.
Isidore of Seville 3. Exegesis in the time of Charlemagne 4. From Angelomus of Luxeuil to
Remigius of Auxerre31.
The Flourishing Era of Jewish Exegesis in Spain 1.
The Linguistic School: Judah Hayyuj, Jonah ibn Janah, Moses ibn Chiquitilla
and Judah ibn Bal’am 2.
The Aesthetic Exegesis of
Moses ibn Ezra 32. The
School of Literal Jewish Exegesis in Northern France
4. Menahem ben Helbo 5.
Solomon Yishaqi / Rashi
(1040–1105) 8. Samuel
ben Meir / Rashbam
(1080–1160) 33. Jewish Exegesis in Spain and
Provence and in the East
2. Abraham ibn Ezra 4.
Moses ben Nahman / Nahmanides (Ramban) 5.
Abraham Maimonides and
the Yemenite School34.
The School of St. Victor in
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Paris35. Christian Interpretation of the Old Testament 1. Bernard of Clairvaux on the Song of
Songs 2. Gilbert of Poitiers
and Peter Lombard 6. Albert, Thomas, Bonaventure 36. Development of
Biblical Interpretation in
the Syrian Churches38. Literal and Spiritual Scriptural Interpretation: Aspects
of Correspondence and
Tension between Christian
and Jewish Exegesis
“This well-written, accessible [essay] collection demonstrates a maturation
in Jewish studies and medieval
philosophy”
(Choice). Too often the
study of philosophical
texts is carried out in
ways that do not pay signiﬁcant attention to how
the ideas contained within
them are presented, articulated, and developed.
This was not always the
case. The contributors to
this collected work consider Jewish philosophy in
the medieval period,
when new genres and
forms of written expression were ﬂourishing in
the wake of renewed interest in ancient philosophy.
Many medieval Jewish
philosophers were highly
accomplished poets, for
example, and made conscious eﬀorts to write in a
poetic style. This volume
turns attention to the connections that medieval
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Jewish thinkers made between the literary, the exegetical, the philosophical, and the mystical to
shed light on the creativity and diversity of medieval thought. As they broaden the scope of what
counts as medieval Jewish
philosophy, the essays collected here consider questions about how an argument is formed, how text
is put into the service of
philosophy, and the social
and intellectual environment in which philosophical texts were produced.
This volume describes the
life and works of Samuel
ben ḥofni Gaon of Baghdad and the dynamics of
tenth-century Jewish culture. Included are the
Judeo-Arabic texts and annotated translations of his
Treatise on the Commandments and Ten Questions.
Winner of the Ben-Zvi
prize 1998.
Through a careful exploration of the background literature of the Old Testament, the ancient Near
East and ancient Judaism,
Instone-Brewer constructs
a biblical picture of divorce and remarriage that
is directly relevant to modern relationships.
The commentary on the
Torah of the eleventh-century French rabbi, Solomon Yishaqi of Troyes
(better known as Rashi),

is one of the major texts
of mediaeval Judaism.
Rashi's commentary has
enjoyed an almost canonical status among many
traditional Jews from mediaeval times to the present
day. The popularity of his
Torah commentary is often ascribed to Rashi's
skillful combination of traditional midrashic interpretations of Scripture with
observations on the language employed therein.
In this respect, Rashi is often presented as a linguist or grammarian. This
book presents a critical
reappraisal of this issue
through a close reading of
Rashi's commentary on
the book of Deuteronomy.
Falling into two major sections, Part One (Contexts)
presents a theoretical
framework for the detailed study in Part Two
(Texts), which forms the
main core of the book by
presenting a detailed analysis of Rashi's commentary on the book of
Deuteronomy.
This work examines the
changing relationship of
this Jewish sect to rabbinic Judaism and the inﬂuence of Muslim and
Christian environments.
A new perspective on the
factional conﬂict between
two medieval Jewish
sects: the Rabbanites and
the Qaraites.
A collection of essays by
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international experts summarizing recent developments in Genizah research.
Back by popular demand,
the classic JPS holiday anthologies remain essential
and relevant in our digital
age. Unequaled in-depth
compilations of classic
and contemporary writings, they have long guided rabbis, cantors, educators, and other readers
seeking the origins, meanings, and varied celebrations of the Jewish festivals. The Rosh Hashanah
Anthology is designed to
make the commemoration
of the Jewish New Year
meaningful as both a
solemn and a festive day.
Its religious impact, signiﬁcance, history, and messages are embodied in
the great treasures of Jewish classical writings--the
Bible, Talmud, midrashim,
medieval theological and
philosophical
works,
codes of law and liturgy--and all are featured in
this volume. In addition,
modern works by S. Y.
Agnon, Franz Rosenzweig,
Isaac Bashevis Singer,
and Elie Wiesel accompany liturgical selections
with commentaries, depictions of Rosh Hashanah
observances in many
lands, detailed programming suggestions, illustrations, and an extensive bi-

bliography.
Over the past several decades, the ﬁeld of Jewish
studies has expanded to
encompass an unprecedented range of research
topics, historical periods,
geographic regions, and
analytical approaches. Yet
there have been few systematic eﬀorts to trace these developments, to consider their implications,
and to generate new concepts appropriate to a
more inclusive view of Jewish culture and society.
Jewish Studies at the
Crossroads of Anthropology and History brings together scholars in anthropology, history, religious
studies, comparative literature, and other ﬁelds to
chart new directions in
Jewish studies across the
disciplines. This groundbreaking volume explores
forms of Jewish experience that span the period
from antiquity to the present and encompass a
wide range of textual, ritual, spatial, and visual materials. The essays give
full consideration to nonwritten expressions of ritual performance, artistic
production, spoken narrative, and social experience through which Jewish life emerges. More
than simply contributing
to an appreciation of Jewish diversity, the contributors devote their attention
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to three key concepts—authority, diaspora, and tradition—that have long
been central to the study
of Jews and Judaism. Moving beyond inherited approaches and conventional academic boundaries,
the volume reconsiders these core concepts, reorienting our understanding
of the dynamic relationships between text and
practice, and continuity
and change in Jewish contexts. More broadly, this
volume furthers conversation across the disciplines
by using Judaic studies to
provoke inquiry into theoretical problems in a
range of other areas.
This is the ﬁrst comprehensive bibliography on
the Karaites and Karaism.
Including over 8,000
items in twenty languages, this bibliography,
with its extensive annotations, thoroughly documents the present state
of Karaite Studies and provides a solid foundation
for future research.
Volume 5 examines the
history of Judaism in the Islamic World from the rise
of Islam in the early sixth
century to the expulsion
of Jews from Spain at the
end of the ﬁfteenth. This
period witnessed radical
transformations both
within the Jewish community itself and in the broader contexts in which the
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Jews found themselves.
The rise of Islam had a decisive inﬂuence on Jews
and Judaism as the conditions of daily life and elite
culture shifted throughout
the Islamicate world. Islamic conquest and expansion aﬀected the shape of
the Jewish community as
the center of gravity shifted west to the North African communities, and
long-distance trading opportunities led to the
establishment of trading
diasporas and ﬂourishing
communities as far east
as India. By the end of our
period, many of the communities on the 'other'
side of the Mediterranean
had come into their
own—while many of the
Jewish communities in the
Islamicate world had retreated from their high-water mark.
Received
opinion
imagines Judaism and Islam as two distinct religions interacting in the
centuries following the
death of Muhammad in
the early seventh century.
Tradition describes the relations between the two
groups using such tropes
as "symbiosis." In this revisionist work, Aaron W.
Hughes instead argues
that various porous and
marginal groups-neither
fully Muslim nor fully Jewish-exploited a shared ter-
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minology to make sense
of their social worlds in response to the rapid process of Islamicization.
What emerged as normative rabbinic Judaism on
the one hand, and Sunni
and ShiEven the spread of
rabbinic Judaism, especially at the hands of Saadya
Gaon (882-942 CE), was
articulated Islamically. In
the so-called "Golden
Age" that emerged in
places like Muslim Spain
and North Africa, this "Islamic" Judaism could still
be found in the writings of
luminaires such as Bahya
ibn Paquda, Abraham ibn
Ezra, Judah Halevi, and
Moses Maimonides. Drawing on social theory, comparative religion, and the
analysis of original
sources, Hughes presents
a compelling case for
rewriting our understanding of Jews and Muslims in
their earliest centuries of
interaction. Not content to
remain solely in the past,
Shared Identities examines the continued interaction of Muslims and
Jews, now reimagined as
Palestinians and Israelis,
into the present.
This book explains why
the best way to understand the Jewish historical
experience is to look at
Jewish people, not just as
a religious or ethnic group
or a nation or people,
but, as bearers of civiliza-

tion. This approach helps
to explain the greatest riddle of Jewish civilization,
namely, its continuity despite destruction, exile,
and loss of political independence. In the ﬁrst part
of the book, Eisenstadt
compares Jewish life and
religious orientations and
practices with Hellenistic
and Roman civilizations,
as well as with Christian
and Islamic civilizations.
In the second part of the
book, he analyzes the
modern period with its
diﬀerent patterns of incorporation of Jewish communities into European and
American societies; national movements that developed among Jews toward
the end of the nineteenth
century, especially the
Zionist movement; and
speciﬁc characteristics of
Israeli society. The major
question Eisenstadt poses
is to what extent the characteristics of the Jewish
experience are distinctive,
in comparison to other ethnic and religious minorities incorporated into modern nation-states, or other
revolutionary ideological
settler societies. He demonstrates through his
case studies the continuous creativity of Jewish civilization.
This Guide to Karaite
Studies contains thirty-seven chapters which cover all the main areas of

Karaite Anthology Excerpts From The Early Literature Yale Judaica
Series

27-09-2022

WJQUYK

Karaite Anthology Excerpts From The Early Literature Yale Judaica Series

the fascinating and varied
history and literature of
medieval and modern
Karaite Judaism. The volume reﬂects this rapidly
growing ﬁeld of Jewish
Studies, as analysed by
an international team of
experts and taught in various universities and institutes.
Explains how Cairo came
to have its important Genizah archive, how Cambridge developed its interests in Hebraica, and how
a number of colourful
ﬁgures brought about the
connection between the
two centres. Also shows
the importance of the Genizah material for Jewish
cultural history.
In Edited byPoetry and Memory in Karaite PrayerEdited by Joachim Yeshaya
oﬀers an edition of liturgical poems composed by
the twelfth-century Egyptian Karaite poet Moses
Darʿī, which are analyzed
as early examples of the
introduction of poetry and
“memory” into Karaite
prayer.
Drawing on the variety of
archival sources in the
host of European and Oriental languages, the book
focuses on the history,
ethnography, and convoluted ethnic identity of the
Polish-Lithuanian Karaites.
The vanishing community
of the Karaites, a non-Tal-

mudic Turkic-speaking
Jewish minority that had
been living in Eastern Europe since the late Middle
Ages, developed a unique
ethnographic culture and
religious tradition. The
book oﬀers the ﬁrst comprehensive study of the
dramatic history of the Polish-Lithuanian Karaite
community in the twentieth century. Especially important is the analysis of
the dejudaization (or Turkicization) of the community that saved the Karaites
from horrors of the Holocaust.
Traces the eﬀorts of two
women scholars who recovered what has become
the most vital cache of Hebrew manuscripts ever discovered, in an account
that explains what the
ﬁndings
reveal
about
Mediterranean Judaism.
The book focuses on the
history, ethnography, and
convoluted ethnic identity
of the Karaites, an ethnoreligious group in Eastern Galicia (modern
Ukraine). The small community of the Karaite
Jews, a non-Talmudic Turkic-speaking minority,
who had been living in
Eastern Europe since the
late Middle Ages, developed a unique ethnographic culture and religious tradition. The book oﬀers the
ﬁrst comprehensive study
of the Galician Karaite
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community from its earliest days until today with
the main emphasis placed
on the period from 1772
until 1945. Especially important is the analysis of
the twentieth-century
dejudaization (or Turkicization) of the community,
which saved the Karaites
from the horrors of the
Holocaust.
Islamic Studies Today: Essays in Honor of Andrew
Rippin presents re-readings of and innovative approaches to parts of the
qur’anic text itself as well
as medieval and modern
qur’anic exegesis, its essays based on and inspired by the wide range
of research areas and
methodologies in which
Rippin has been a leading
ﬁgure.
Much of the primary research summarized here
relates to Cambridge Genizah manuscripts, a thousand-year-old source that
testiﬁes to liturgical (as
well, of course, as non-liturgical) developments
that greatly predate other
source material. When the
research is concerned
with pre-Genizah history,
the Genizah evidence is also relevant since the historian of religious ideas
must ultimately decide
how to date, characterize,
and conceptualize its contents and how to explain
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where they vary signiﬁcantly from what became,
or is regarded (rightly or
wrongly) as having become, the standard rabbinic liturgy sanctioned by
the Iraqi Jewish authorities from the ninth to the
eleventh century.
The Bloomsbury Companion to Jewish Studies is
a comprehensive reference guide, providing an
overview of Jewish Studies
as it has developed as an
academic sub-discipline.
This volume surveys the
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development and current
state of research in the
broad ﬁeld of Jewish
Studies - focusing on central themes, methodologies, and varieties of
source materials available. It includes 11 core
essays from internationally-renowned scholars and
teachers that provide an
important and useful
overview of Jewish history
and the development of Judaism, while exploring
central issues in Jewish
Studies that cut across historical periods and oﬀer

important opportunities to
track signiﬁcant themes
throughout the diversity
of Jewish experiences. In
addition to a bibliography
to help orient students
and researchers, the volume includes a series of
indispensable research
tools, including a chronology, maps, and a glossary
of key terms and concepts. This is the essential
reference guide for anyone working in or exploring the rich and dynamic
ﬁeld of Jewish Studies.
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